
Nationwide Permit 33. Temporary Construction, 
Access, and Dewatering 
Temporary structures, work, and discharges of dredged or fill material, including 
cofferdams, necessary for construction activities or access fills or dewatering of 
construction sites, provided that the associated primary activity is authorized by the 
Corps of Engineers or the U.S. Coast Guard. This NWP also authorizes temporary 
structures, work, and discharges of dredged or fill material, including cofferdams, 
necessary for construction activities not otherwise subject to the Corps or U.S. Coast 
Guard permit requirements. Appropriate measures must be taken to maintain near 
normal downstream flows and to minimize flooding. Fill must consist of materials, and 
be placed in a manner, that will not be eroded by expected high flows. The use of 
dredged material may be allowed if the district engineer determines that it will not cause 
more than minimal adverse environmental effects. Following completion of construction, 
temporary fill must be entirely removed to an area that has no waters of the United 
States, dredged material must be returned to its original location, and the affected areas 
must be restored to pre-construction elevations. The affected areas must also be 
revegetated, as appropriate. This permit does not authorize the use of cofferdams to 
dewater wetlands or other aquatic areas to change their use. Structures left in place 
after construction is completed require a separate section 10 permit if located in 
navigable waters of the United States. (See 33 CFR part 322.) 

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district 
engineer prior to commencing the activity if the activity is conducted in navigable waters 
of the United States (i.e., section 10 waters) (see general condition 32). The pre-
construction notification must include a restoration plan showing how all temporary fills 
and structures will be removed and the area restored to pre-project conditions. 
(Authorities: Sections 10 and 404) 

 


